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Draft Land Use Plan

This plan will help ensure wilderness characteristics, wildlife and their 
habitats, cultural resources, and waters are maintained over time 
while managing resource use. Cumulative impacts monitoring, access 
routing, conservation and water management are major components.

Plan Highlights

• The Plan divides the region into 46 
landscape management sub-units; each 
sub-unit is designated to a land use 
management zone

• Effects of multiple land use activities are 
tracked with terrestrial and aquatic 
disturbance indicators

• Almost half of the region is recommended 
to being withdrawn from staking; 
however existing claims and tenures will 
be respected

• Especially sensitive areas are 
recommended to being withdrawn from 
most development

• Much of the region will be considered a 
‘working landscape’ where  new tenures 
are allowed, and where some 
development may occur 

• New access will be strictly controlled and 
restored when no longer used

Land Use Designation System

For further information please contact:

Peel Watershed Planning Commission
Suite 201-307 Jarvis Street
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 2H3
tel: (867) 667-2374
fax: (867) 667-4624
toll free: 1-866-353-2374
email: info@planyukon.ca
www.peel.planyukon.ca

Edigii Hill (Photo: John Meikle, YG)
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DATA SOURCES

Base data:1:1M hydrology (Digital Chart of the World);1:250,000 National

Topographic Database (NRCAN);1:1M topo nomy, 90m and 300m shaded relief ,

1M First Nation Lands (R-block & Fee simple), 1:250,000 S-Sites, 1:250,000

territorial boundaries,1:250,000 territorial parks and campgrounds (Yukon

Environment); 1:250,000 Dempster Hwy (Yukon Highways);

Thematic data: 1:250,000 North Yukon planning region (YLUPC); 1:250,000 North

Yukon land use plan zones (NYPC);1 :1M Gwich’in land use planning zones

(Gwich’in Land UsePlanning Board); Dempster Highway access management

corridor (OIC 1979/064); 1:250,000 Peel Watershed planning region (YLUPC);

Porcupine caribou winter concentrated and general useareas (NYPC,CWS

analysis1985-2004); 1:250,000 Hart River & Bonnet Plume caribou winter habitat

range (PWPC,derived from 1:250,000 regional terrain mapping (NYPC), 1:50,000

hydrology (NTDB) and wildlifekey areasdatabase(Yukon Environment));Traditional

and local knowledge (community interview and workshops,PWPC); 25m waterbird

nesting habitat derived from 1:250,000 terrain mapping (PWPC)

DATA DISCLAIMER

Thismap isagraphical representation, which depictsthe approximate size,

configuration and spatial relationship of known geographic features. While great

care hasbeen taken to ensure the best possiblequality, this document isnot

intended for legal descriptions and/or to calculate precise areas, dimensions or

distances.We do not accept any responsibility for errors,omissions or

inaccuracies in thisdata.

Digital copies of this map may be obtained from the Peel Watershed Planning

Commissionwebsite at:www.peel.planyukon.ca

Landscape management unit

Dempster Hwy Development Area

Important cultural area

Peel Watershed Land Use Plan

Peel Watershed planning region

Gwich’in Land Use Plan Zones (NWT)

Gwich’in conservation zone

Gwich’in special management zone

Gwich’in heritage conservation zone

First Nation Settlement Lands
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Wilderness Conservation Zones

General Conservation Zone (GCZ)

Land Use 

Category Zone

Management 

Intent A
ll
-s

e
a
s
o
n
 

A
c
c
e
s
s

W
in

te
r 

A
c
c
e
s
s

S
u
b
s
u
rf

a
c
e
 

G
ra

n
d
fa

th
e
re

d

S
u
rf

a
c
e
 

G
ra

n
d
fa

th
e
re

d

S
u
b
s
u
rf

a
c
e
 

W
it

h
d
ra

w
a
l

S
u
rf

a
c
e
 

W
it

h
d
ra

w
a
l

Recommended Conservation and Protected Zones

Tier I – Ecosystem 

Protection

Legally designated land areas withdrawn from surface and subsurface rights. Oil and 

gas, mining and other industrial land uses are not permitted.

Critical Landscape Zones 

(CLZ’s)

No Industrial 

Development 
  ~2

River Corridor Zones (RCZ’s) Lowest Development ~1 ~1   

Remote Access Lakes (RAL’s)

No industrial 

development; regulation 

of access.

  

Tier II – Wilderness 

Conservation

Large areas of mostly wilderness with some existing industrial tenures. Long-term 

management intent is to receive tier I ecosystem protection designation. 

General Conservation Zones 

(GCZ’s)
High Conservation      

Integrated Management Zone

Integrated 

Management Zone

Sub-surface resource extraction while minimizing land use conflicts and maintaining 

long-term ecosystem function

Zone I Lowest Development  

Zone II Low Development  

Zone III Moderate Development  

Zone IV Highest Development  

 Required or allowable action for land use designation
~1 Provisions for access in Wind River and Bonnet Plume RCZ (see Draft Plan and Land Use Designation Map)
~2 Provisions surface dispositions for camps, cabins or other related buildings in Hungry Lake and Nash Creek Landscape Management Units for traditional use purposes (see Draft Plan)

Plan Goals

 Manage land use in a 
coordinated way

 Protect and manage water 
and related ecosystems

 Protect and manage land 
and related ecosystems

 Protect and manage 
sensitive or important 
landforms and features 

 Recognize, conserve and 
promote heritage and 
cultural values

 Manage and plan access to 
respect ecological, cultural 
and wilderness values

 Facilitate sustainable 
development opportunities 
and activities

©PEEL WATERSHED PLANNING COMMISSION

Blackstone Uplands (Photo: John Meikle, YG)

Land use designation: % of region

Land ownership: % of region

Land withdrawl: % of region

Oil and gas 
dispositions:
% of total existing 

dispositions

Quartz/mica claims:
% of area of total existing 
claims

Existing  oil & 
gas and mineral 
tenures: % region
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