07/03/2008 09:21 FAX 887 996 2048 MAYO RRC oot

Mayo District Renewable Resource Cmmcxl
o PO Box 249 Mayo, Yukon. YOB 1MO - .
C. . Tel (B67) 996-2042- Fax - (367) 9962948
B mml mayam:@nm&cwcatd.net

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

é{@q W | Tmew ---g“g D

c NY . DA’I‘E PR

FAX NUMBER - . PHONE NUMBER S
867 - éé”? dhl, a4 - - GL%WZﬂHz

FROM

' TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDF@_
)

- Ol urcenT EI FOR REVIEW d PLEAS_E COMMENT ‘a PLEASE REPLY El PLEASE RECYCLE

NOTRS/COMMENTS:

. B ‘):wc&os.&‘ & E%MM& QC)"(‘}M a\@

M g RM: B
=0

_ TMW@ snstrwmient for loval Renewable Resoures Management



07/03/2009 08:21 FAX 887 996 2048 ) MAYO RRC ) ‘ dooz

Mayo District Renewable Resources Councd

. P.O. Box 249, Mayo, “Yukon YOB.1MO
Tel (867) 996-2942  Fax:(867) : 996-2948
E-mail : mayorrc@yknet yk ca

‘ .June_22-,'"2009

© Reg Whiten, Semor Planner

- Peel Watershed Planning Commlssmn
307 Jarvis Street, Suite 201
Whltehorse, Yukon
YlA 2H3

- Dear Mr, Whiten_ |

Re: Peel Watershed LenldéUse:Dfeft- Plan

Mayo District Renewable Resources Council (MDRRC) has studied and reviewed'
the Peel Watershed Regional Land-Use Draft Plan (PWRLUP) in context with the
RRC mandate presented in the Na Cho Nyak Dun Final Agreement(NNDFA). The

" RRC “acting in the publac interest and consistent with this chapter, may make -
recommendations..... on any matter related to COﬂSEI’VBtiOﬂ of FISh and thdhfe &

R ('NNDFA 16.6.9).

- MDRRC appremates the enormous effort taken in researchmg and deveiopmg thIS.' 5

 document. Council trusts that the work done and data collected will be of great .

: relevance in producing a final positive, workable document a hvmg document

“which can be reviewed, monitored and updated (UFA11.2.1. 3-5). Councilalso .

| 'strongly encourages development of a pro-active plan whach may err on the side
of preservatuon and conservation than one whlch will fall to the reactwe (UFA

12111)

A Land Use plan for the Peel Watershed is a critical, tzmely undertaklng and must ‘_
be seen to state of compiet«on as s00n as possnble This-draft is a good begmnmg,
needing some f:ne tunmg, some compromtses and earEy adoption and practice.

NN'U"UN
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| P'age,z‘-MDR'Rc comments to PWRLUP draft

MDRRC much appremates that Wlidhfe vaiues were foremost to the planning

- process Commissioner’s Statement of Intent. {“The goal of the Peel Watershed
Regional Land Use Plan is to ensure wilderness characteristics; wildlife and their
habitats; cultural resources, and waters are maintained over time wh:ie
rnanagmg resource use” 1.3 PWRLUP)

_ MDRRC also stmngiy agrees wrth the Plan Prlncnples outlined in partucular
.' regardmg conservation. UFA, p.1-“The management of FISh and Wildlife’
B »populatrons and habitat and the regulat:on of users to ensure the quality, _
' diversity and Long Term Optimum Productivity of Fish and Wildlife pcopulatlons o
- with the primary goal of ensurmg a sustamable harvest and its proper
- utlllzatlon" .

" ;UFA 11.1.1. 6 — g0 that the Plan ensures that somal cultural economic and
‘ environmental policies are- applled to the management, protectlon and use of
land, water and resources in.an integrated and coordmated manner 50 as to
ensure sustamable deveiopment"’ ' |

MDRRC stro;ngiy echoes the Sustamable Development pFiOFItIeS
1. Sustain ecosystem mtegrlty ‘ '
- 2, Sustain communities-and cultures ,
3. Foster sustainable economic activities .

. Withou.t the-ls-t 'pri’o’ri'ty. firmly en.t‘renthed the others wiil -nét sustain or 'f'lo‘u rish,. o

MDRRC strongly supports aI! noted recammendat:ons some w1th suggested |
revision. \ . ,

Data collection is a key element recommended in th:s draft pian and c:rmcal toits
' eventual success. Research and data collectlon/compliatson needs to be set in"
_ ‘mOtIOn :mmedlateiy : | : :

The pr'imary instrument Jor local Renewable Resource Managemenf ‘
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Page 3 - MDRRC‘comments fo PWRLU'P draft

MDRRC recognizes that water is the defining element of thrs Land Use area.
. Wateris the key to life in all its forms-and the conservation ‘and preservatmn of
"fthe waters w:thm thrs area must take: precedence over all else in this ptan r

Water quailty and quantrty is of crlt:cal concern for all ecoiogrcal socrai cultural
-and.economic conditions within thls watershed (2.5.4). Every effort must be
~ made and all measures taken wrth:n this plan to preserve its prrst:ne nature and
| elfmmate possrble Ioss or contammatron of any portion there in. '

-,MDRRC strongly recommends that the “Policy Recommendatlon" listed 5.2.1.2
 read, ‘As a general gurdehne ....... ~must be mamtamed below the cumulatave-
. effects mdfcator levels...’. - - |

The Research Recommendations (5 2.1. 2) should read To prowde a benchmark
for the momtormg of cumulatrve -effects indicator levels, more extensrve ongomg .

’

water quahty and flow ....... wteeneaies s

. River Comdor Zones (RCZ) are of the utmost fmportance to be recogmzed and
- Council strongly recommends adoptlon and lmplementatron. '

LRCZ protectron and wrthdrawai of surface and subsurface tenure is crrtlcai to the
hydrologlc integrity- of the entire system. ‘

. “Access” of any kind to these areas must be h:ghly restr:cted and reguiated to
. maintain thls mtegnty . o :

The RCZ's Pohcy Recemmendatson needs to read — ‘These corr.-dars “shall” include
the relatively flat terrain next to major rrvers that hes between toes of adjacent
mountams/escarpments {3 2 1 pg 3-5). ST

Lt L I U L VI A U
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Page 4 - MDRRC comments t‘d.prLup draft

o The dehneatlon of the, Crrtlcal Landscape Zohes (CLZ) are of defmltlve 1mpor’cance 7 |
- to the mtegrlty of this entire- watershed : . g

| .Remote Access Lakes (RAL need higher levels of restriction and regulat;on

- invoked to maintain their value, Withdrawal of surface rights, regulated- numbers |
of visitors, numbers of arrivals/departures, best practices.rega rding wildlife '

~disturbance and strict minimum of surface use’ must be placed under strict

- monitormg - - ‘

: MDRRC recom mends that “gol:cz and regulatrons be developed and enacted
. mmedratelz 5477 ensure the. maximum level of legal authorrty to protect natural-
- resources of very h:gh ecoiogrcal and hentage/cultural value’ (pg 3-5), regarding
all access-and use of RAL areas. Council recommends that Department of .
~ Environment develop and enact such polucy durectly, to coordmate w:th thrs plans . -
future. redraftmg and recognltlon = -

ALL users must be regulated and responsrble for actrons (eg carry in-— carry out,
. common camps:tes contamment) This carries through to activities extendmg
“into the RCZ’ : : :

‘ ‘MDRRC recommends that this regulatory deveiopment be done whether or not
this draft or portlons thereof: become approved and set | in practice.

LA A B O A
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| Paf‘gé s - MDRRC corhments to PWRLUP draft

‘Tier il - Genera! Conservatron Zones (GCZ) ‘or pcrrts there in should eventua!ly be
reclassified to Tier I Ecosystem protection following withdrawal and ’
-dlsconttnuance of tenure. Anticipating that reclassification, recognition of -

sensitive areas within these zones with hrgher wildlife value through Habrtat

' ".Protectron Area status now will better ensure that future poss;brlrty

There has been some cr:trcal habitat left complete!y or partralfy exposed to-
drstu irbance; wrthout any kind of protectlon noted S

~ Thereiis a lack of protection recogmzed throughout the a!pme and sub-—a!pme
"reaches for important sheep, caribou, and grizzly habitats. Thesé documented
. areas should be recognized as a Habitat Protection Areas (HPAs). With the hrgher
~-emphasis on wildlife values HPAs would offer, this designation would better
. ensure the ability to establish Tier | CLZs in the Generai conservation Zone. This
a wou!d also prowde added msurance of sustamabllrty '

Some specrf:c areas of i concern are caribou wmtermg and ruttmg gmunds as

indicated in the Conservation Assessment (CA) reéport: :

Porcupine caribou habrtats in the South Richardson Mountains and areas north of

Tombstone Park reégions (CA map 8); Hart River: caribou herd fall habitats south of
. .the Tier 1 CLZ {4b) in the Ogilvie range (CA map 12); and the Bonnet Plume - '

carrbou herd grounds across the Bonnet Pilume and Wlnd River areas (CA map 14)

} Documented Sheep mapping mdrcates heavy range usage areas as outssde any
" - protection zoning. The upper and central reaches of the Snake, Wind and Bonnet
Plume plus the western South Richardson siope habltat are not covered {CA map

- 18)

The primary instrument for local Renewable Résource Management
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bage 6 - MDRRC comiments to PWRLUP draft -

* Grizziies are known occupants throughout the Peel Watershed. Litle survey and
- documenitation has been dane to. date. However given known species habits and
‘territories further protection through. HPA status throughout the RCZ’s would be
optimum, This again reiterates the need for the RCZ’s to extend from water, into -

‘the toes of the ad;acent mountams :

. The South R:chardson Mountam range is documented habitat for rare bird and
~ plant’ species and is under no protection status what so ever. The area north of.
"~ the OgllVle Mountains also highly documented with rare specres Neither of these
~ areas has been covered with any protection elements indicated particularly in the
Rlchardson s (CA maps 26. 27) | : ‘

. The Watershed, the plan, to say nothing of the populations, could greatly benefit
- with these high usage afeas being further protecfed through'HPA '
o (desrgnated/recommended) status, The additional protectron offered would
.+ further enhance the true possnbilrty of future reclassmcat:on to Tier 1 -
L Conservat;on Zones. : : -

L LN L LV R

*_Any sub-regional and management plans/drafts for populations and land-use now -
" in draft or operation throughout this watershed'muét be expressed in this plan
.- now or the document will be. mcomplete and ineffectual. When or if they are
 adopted or revised, the PWRLUP will be prepared and adaptable If they are. hot
" indicated initially, completion, adoptlon and anccrporation Iater will become
- much more complex ' = : ‘

o P A P P
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Page?- MDRRC comments to PW—RLU-P

" There are a Iarge number of references to management and momtonng in thrs
draft. What body/s will be responsible for this and who will they be accountable
 to; i.e. “Who would the RRC's or anyone go to for mformat:on, data or flle

~concerns'~’” ‘

 As thrs plan would largely affect First Nations traditional and: cultural territories,
- principally the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation, and the Tetlit Gwrch’ln Vuntut
Gwitchin and Trondek Hwech’m 2 localized office to handle data storage, activity _
' reg:strat:on, permitting, momtormg, and assessmg mformat:on would be anasset .
| ‘-‘_to the management of the plan : o

~~~~N‘-“

L Any further development of this plan requires determlned complete stakeholder
mvolvement Proponents must provide timely notice of information sessions, w;th
significant prior availability of discussion documentation. '

| .ThIS draftis a hlghly technical, complex document which is not user frlendly
Documentation needs to be presénted in Iayman $ Ianguage to be understandable

and workable to all users.

P Pt B e

MDRRC would Ilke to thank the Comm;ss:on for :ts appreaatron of these
comments and concerns, :

| Sl.ncereiy -

© Frank Patterson, Chair
Mayo Dlstrrct Renewable Resource Councrl
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